
 

NEWSLETTER 

NOVEMBER 2020 

The hard-working Conservancy team had planned an exciting holiday 

programme to keep everyone entertained during December.  Unfortunately 

due to the recent increase in Covid-19 cases the possibility of infection at 

events and social-distancing protocol, the holiday programme has been 

cancelled.  

The Carols Concert in Eyles Park, a community event which has been 

organised by the Conservancy for the past 12 years, has also been shelved 

for 2020. We would encourage everyone to assist the Conservancy by 

making sure your memberships are up to date and if you would like to sign up 

as a valued member, to please contact Alf Hayter via email:  

alfredhayter@gmail.com.  Your R450 p.a. goes a long way to help pay staff 

who keep the trails clear, check for snares, eradicate alien plants and a host 

of other tasks necessary to maintain our green lungs under the curatorship of 

the Conservancy. 

All the reserves, namely Bushbuck Trail, Frederika Preserve and  Mbezane Trail, 

will be open for you to enjoy a leisurely walk amongst the wildlife and 

indigenous vegetation. 

Please do remember that the whole of Southbroom, including all roads, fall 

within the Conservancy and our wildlife, such as bush buck and duiker, are 

frequently seen on the verges or roads.  Unfortunately a number of animals 

have been killed this year due to drivers disregarding the 40kph speed limit.  

Please take extra care and look out for the animals when driving in 

Southbroom and ensure, at all times that the speed limit is not exceeded,    

this too for the sake of the children and folk who also use the roads for 

cycling, jogging and walking. 

Additional speed humps will be erected in Outlook Road to inhibit speeding. 
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LIBRARY TREE 

The library tree has had a severe pruning (in Anne’s words, a No.1!). This was 

necessary to reduce the canopy and the weight as the last remaining trunk 

of the original 3 was at a precarious angle once the counterweight of the 2nd 

trunk was removed. It will be treated to try to control wood rot and the 

longhorn beetles which feed on it. 

AGM DATE 

AGM is scheduled for Saturday 9 January 2021 at 9am at Golf Club. 

OTHER 

Kobi, a few weeks old Bush buck who lost his mother in a hit-and-run vehicle 

incident some months ago, was monitored by committee and interested 

community members. Much delight was elicited when he was spotted in his 

roaming zone, grazing, crossing the road, hanging out with some feral cats – 

he was even seen rubbing noses with them!  Against all odds, he seemed to 

be doing well, which was absolutely heart-warming. It has been a while since 

we’ve had any recorded sightings of him, but we are maintaining a watchful 

eye. 

 SPOTLIGHT ON OUR CREATURES 

 

Porcupine family caught on camera during a nocturnal outing. 

This past weekend a family of porcupine were captured on CCTV camera 

taking a night-time stroll down one of our Southbroom roads, and recently a 

Cape genet, or Large-spotted South African genet, also a nocturnal mammal, 

was observed hunting amongst fallen palm fronds on the side of the road. 



 

Large Spotted Genet 

This gorgeous solitary creature has a broadly cat-like appearance, though 

the muzzle is extended and pointier, a longer body and shorter legs and a 

bushy long tail with banded black and white markings with a black tip. Their 

fur is short, dense and a greyish colour, with irregular brown spots and a black 

stripe down its spine.  The muzzle is white with white spots beneath the eyes. 

 They have an omnivorous diet which includes carrion, rodents, birds, eggs, 

reptiles, frogs, crabs, insects, fruits and other vegetation. 

They live in moist environments near streams, rivers and standing water and 

where there is high vegetation cover.  They rest in large trees, rock overhangs 

and caves and are the most common small carnivore in Kwazulu-Natal. 

Look out for them and please let us know of your sightings, whether they be in 

your gardens or out and about in Southbroom – we love to share these 

through our Facebook and Instagram pages.  Do track us to keep up-to-date 

on Conservancy news! 

THANK YOU FOR CARING FOR SOUTHBROOM! 


